artist

Darren West has always had a passion for
creafing unique and interesting arf, but as
a glass blowing tradesman he is not the
artist you might expect. James Haigh talks
to the father of two about his unusual work.
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@@ artist

Dal‘ '€ is a master craftsman of a 100-year-old
trade and has transformed his traditional work into
extraordinary and illuminating art.

He is a neon artist.

This unique and beautiful art form is made by
extremely skilled and rare glass blowers — there are only
two left in the whole of the south of England.

It is a challenging profession which Darren first
began at age of 17, at the British School of Neon, in
Chatham.

“I wanted to learn a rare trade where | could use
my hands,” he says.

“l am still using the same techniques as those used
by old glass blowers 100 years ago.”

To get a taste of Darren’s workshop, you can visit his
interactive website where you will see an eerie glow
from the bright majestic artwork hanging around the
walls and flashing neon lights swirling in a sea of red
and green and blue.

“It's quite important to work in the dark when you're
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using neon to make sure the artwork has right amount of
glow on it.”

Neon light is created when an electrical spark is passed
through gas-filled glass tubes.

“Only in the last four or five years has the art world
been interested in neon,” said Darren.

“Artists like Tracy Emin have used neon and this has
had a positive effect on me and my designs.

“You have to be quite out there with some of your
ideas if you want to get your work into a gallery.

“The more risky and controversial the piece, the better
the chance you have of finding somewhere which will
take your work.

“That is why | created the artwork, Coke Time”,
he said.

This spectacular blackened canvas has the letters C17,
H21, N and O4 in outstanding neon tubing across the
centre, emitting a white glow.

“It's the chemical symbol for cocaine, and was too
much for one online website which refused to show it.



